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Education

2014

Entered Tokyo University of the Arts, Department of Painting, majoring in Nihonga (Japanese-style painting)
2023

Completed Doctoral Program, Graduate School of Fine Arts, Tokyo University of the Arts; received Doctorate
Present Assistant Researcher, Tokyo University of the Arts

Solo Exhibitions

2024

MITSUKOSHI ART WEEK, Nihombashi Mitsukoshi Main Store, Tokyo
A Long Walk, Umikaze Bijutsuten, Mie

This is not “”, Ginza Tsutaya Books, Tokyo

What'’s Spotlight?, Art ID, Tokyo

2023
[multiple/repetition], Gallery Bi-no-sha, Tokyo
MITSUKOSHI ART WEEK, Fukuoka Mitsukoshi, Fukuoka

Selected Group Exhibitions

2025

Art in Tokyo YNK / Tokyo Square Garden Art Gallery

Meta Perspective, SHIKISAISHA, Tokyo

Begins ! Vol.2 / ShinQs Gallery 5

Resonance of Friendship: Echoes of Contemporary Japan / White Walls Gallery
Art ENCOUNTERS #51 Meta Perspectivel/ SHABA

2024

Distance, Gallery MU, Tokyo

Other People's Landscapes Vol.2, alpha contemporary, Tokyo

Japanese Painting Studio | Annual Exhibition, Tokyo University of the Arts Display Hall (since 2018)
ART AMOY, Xiamen International Conference and Exhibition Center, Xiamen, China

Art Shenzhen, Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition Center, Shenzhen, China

2023
GINZA COLLECTOR’S CLUB, Ginza Tsutaya Books, Tokyo

—and many others
Awards

2025 Selected for the Idemitsu Art Award
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Artist Statement
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Reo Kikuchi creates works that reconstruct historical painting images and challenge the very act of
“seeing.”

Rather than focusing on traditional painting techniques or materials, his interest lies in the
epistemological question: how do we perceive and engage with paintings?

Through his experience studying Nihonga, he came to view “Nihonga” and “painting” as fundamentally
different. Using acrylic paint, he reconfigures historical images—drawing inspiration from figures like
Katsushika Hokusai.

In an era where Al generates endless visual media, his work invites us to reconsider the meaning of
looking. Through his practice, he explores whether painting can function not merely as a visual object,
but as something that organically exists through its relationship with the viewer and its environment.
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https://www.instagram.com/reo_kikuchi_/

