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Y&~ ¥ Makiko Horiuchi

Makiko Horiuchi is a sculptor born in Kanagawa and currently based in Ibaraki, Japan.

She graduated from the Department of Sculpture at Tokyo University of the Arts and completed her
MFA at the same institution. Her practice is rooted in the Japanese folkloric concept of
marebito—mysterious visitors from the other world who embody sanctity, awe, and familiarity at once.

Horiuchi finds a surprising continuity between this folkloric notion and the characters and creatures
that appear in tokusatsu films, anime, and Japanese subculture that she grew up with. These figures,
both strange and compelling, embody a sense of “otherness” that lies at the core of her artistic inquiry.

Her central theme, “encounters with the unfamiliar,” does not simply refer to the odd or peculiar.
Rather, it points to the subtle tension and emotional stir that arise whenever we meet people, values,
or environments different from our own.

In today’s world—where smartphones and social networks have accelerated exposure to diverse
cultures and perspectives—the idea of “normality” has become increasingly fluid. Recognizing one’s
own biases and positionality has become essential to navigating contemporary communication.

Just as children may initially resist or observe beings unlike themselves before gradually accepting
them through experience, every encounter in daily life can be understood as a meeting with the
unfamiliar. At the same time, each of us inevitably becomes an “other” in the eyes of someone else.

Horiuchi’s works capture the very moment when these unfamiliar entities meet—where tension,
curiosity, and transformation coexist. When two forms of “otherness” collide, they challenge one
another’s fixed beliefs and create space for new relationships to emerge.

Her sculptures seek to visualize this fragile yet generative moment, reminding us of both our
vulnerability and the potential for new kinds of connection.

Biography

Born in Kanagawa, Japan

2016 Graduated from Tokyo Metropolitan High School of Fine Arts, Department of Fine Arts
2020 B.F.A. in Sculpture, Tokyo University of the Arts
2024 M.F.A. in Sculpture, Tokyo University of the Arts

Solo Exhibitions

2026

Spring and an Egg, SHIKISAISHA, Tokyo

2025

Taste Us, Taste Each Other, 27 Gallery Tokyo, Tokyo
2024

DEAM, GINZA Tsutaya Books, Tokyo

Gathering Sand, 27 Gallery Tokyo, Tokyo

2023

COME, 27 Gallery Tokyo, Tokyo
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Group Exhibitions

2026
ART ENCOUNTERS #10: Makiko Horiuchi, OMIYA ART WALL, Saitama

2025

Group Exhibition, SHIKISAISHA, Tokyo

Chippuku: Emerging Global Artists, Kyoto City KYOCERA Museum of Art, Kyoto
7/63,917,000: Why We Live Here, Kowan, Tokyo

Teyandee! Beraboume Exhibition, 27 Gallery Tokyo, Tokyo

Under the Grass, two-person exhibition, Gallery Dalston, Tokyo

Mononoke ART CIRCUS, Ashita no Horror, Osaka

ZOKU:RE, Ashita no Horror, Kanagawa

2024

The 72nd Tokyo University of the Arts Graduation Works Exhibition, Tokyo University of the Arts
Museum, Tokyo

Creative Community 2024: OBAKE ART HOTEL LUCUA 1100, Ashita no Shikaku, Tokyo

D-art, Art 2024, Daimaru Fukuoka Tenjin, Fukuoka

The 27, 27 Gallery, Tokyo

Osaka Art & Design 2024, Daimaru Umeda, Osaka

Multiverse, Ishikawa Gallery, Tokyo

ART IN TOKYO YNK, Tokyo Square Garden, Tokyo

Shibuya Style vol. 18, Seibu Shibuya Art Gallery, Tokyo

2023
My First Art vol.2, Isetan, Tokyo

2022

On the Steps 2022, steps gallery, Tokyo

coconogacco exhibition 2022, Fujihimuro, Yamanashi

“Like the Ending of a Horror Film” EXPLORE REALITY., shisha de tree, Tokyo
GEISAI #21, Kaikai Kiki, Tokyo

WHAT CAFE exhibition vol.22, WHAT CAFE, Tokyo

2021
On the Steps 2021, steps gallery, Tokyo

Art Fairs

2025

Vietnam International Art Fair 2025
ONE ART TAIPEI 2025

2023

Art Fair Asia Fukuoka 2023
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